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Realistic Fiction 
 
Falling Over Sideways, Jordan Sonnenblick (860L) 
ISBN-13:  9780545863247 

Claire's life is a joke . . . but she's not laughing. While her friends seem to be leaping forward, 
she's dancing in the same place. The mean girls at school are living up to their mean name, and 
there's a boy, Ryder, who's just as bad, if not worse. And at home, nobody's really listening to 
her -- if anything, they seem to be more in on the joke than she is. 
 
Then into all of this (not-very-funny-to-Claire) comedy comes something intense and tragic -- 
while her dad is talking to her at the kitchen table, he falls over with a medical emergency. 
Suddenly the joke has become very serious -- and the only way Claire, her family, and her 
friends are going to get through it is if they can find a way to make it funny again.  
 
Swing, Kwame Alexander (610L) 
ISBN-13: 978-0310761938 
 
Things usually do not go as planned for seventeen-year-old Noah. He and his best friend Walt 
(aka Swing) have been cut from the high school baseball team for the third year in a row, and it 
looks like Noah’s love interest since fifth grade, Sam, will never take it past the “best friend” 
zone. Noah would love to retire his bat and accept the status quo, but Walt has got big plans for 
them both, which include making the best baseball comeback ever, getting the girl, and finally 
finding cool. 
 
To go from lovelorn to ladies’ men, Walt introduces Noah to a relationship guru—his Dairy 
Queen-employed cousin, Floyd—and the always informative Woohoo Woman Podcast. Noah is 
reluctant, but decides fate may be intervening when he discovers more than just his mom’s 
birthday gift at the Thrift Shop. Inside the vintage Keepall is a gold mine of love letters from the 
1950s. Walt is sure these letters and the podcasts are just what Noah needs to communicate 
his true feelings to Sam. To Noah, the letters are more: an initiation to the curious rhythms of 
love and jazz, as well as a way for him and Walt to embrace their own kind of cool.  
 
While Walt is hitting balls out of the park and catching the eye of the baseball coach, Noah 
composes anonymous love letters to Sam in an attempt to write his way into her heart. But as 
things are looking up, way up, for Noah and Walt, the letters set off a chain of events that 
change everything Noah knows to be true about love, friendship, sacrifice, and fate.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mystery/Thriller 
 



 

 

Surface Tension, Mike Mullin (720L) 
ISBN-13:  978-1939100160 
 
After witnessing an act of domestic terrorism while training on his bike, Jake is found near 
death, with a serious head injury and unable to remember the plane crash or the aftermath that 
landed him in the hospital. 
 
A terrorist leader’s teenage daughter, Betsy, is sent to kill Jake and eliminate him as a possible 
witness. When Jake’s mother blames his head injury for his tales of attempted murder, he has 
to rely on his girlfriend, Laurissa, to help him escape the killers and the law enforcement agents 
convinced that Jake himself had a role in the crash. (This book may be for more mature 
readers, as it contains a bit of sexual innuendo.) 
 
 
Historical Fiction 
 
The Boy at the Top of the Mountain, John Boyne (970L) 
ISBN: 9780857534798 

When Pierrot becomes an orphan, he must leave his home in Paris for a new life with his aunt 
Beatrix, a servant in a wealthy Austrian household. But this is no ordinary time, for it is 1935 and 
the Second World War is fast approaching; and this is no ordinary house, for this is the Berghof, 
the home of Adolf Hitler.  Pierrot is quickly taken under Hitler's wing and thrown into an 
increasingly dangerous new world: a world of terror, secrets, and betrayal from which he may 
never be able to escape.  
 
 
 
Refugee, Alan Gratz (800L) 
ISBN-13: 978-0545880831 

JOSEF is a Jewish boy living in 1930s Nazi Germany. With the threat of concentration camps 
looming, he and his family board a ship bound for the other side of the world . . . 
ISABEL is a Cuban girl in 1994. With riots and unrest plaguing her country, she and her family 
set out on a raft, hoping to find safety in America . . . 
MAHMOUD is a Syrian boy in 2015. With his homeland torn apart by violence and destruction, 
he and his family begin a long trek toward Europe . . . 
All three kids go on harrowing journeys in search of refuge. All will face unimaginable dangers -- 
from drownings to bombings to betrayals. But there is always the hope of tomorrow. And 
although Josef, Isabel, and Mahmoud are separated by continents and decades, shocking 
connections will tie their stories together in the end.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Al Capone Does My Shirts, Gennifer Choldenko (600L) 
ISBN-13:  978-0142403709 
 
Today I moved to a twelve-acre rock covered with cement, topped with bird turd and surrounded 
by water. I'm not the only kid who lives here. There's my sister, Natalie, except she doesn't 



 

 

count. And there are twenty-three other kids who live on the island because their dads work as 
guards or cook's or doctors or electricians for the prison, like my dad does. Plus, there are a ton 
of murderers, rapists, hit men, con men, stickup men, embezzlers, connivers, burglars, 
kidnappers and maybe even an innocent man or two, though I doubt it. The convicts we have 
are the kind other prisons don't want. I never knew prisons could be picky, but I guess they can. 
You get to Alcatraz by being the worst of the worst. Unless you're me. I came here because my 
mother said I had to.   
 
 
Fantasy 
 
Rewind, by Carolyn O’Doherty (710L) 
ISBN-13:  978-1629798141 
 
Sixteen-year-old Alex is a Spinner--she has the ability to rewind time to review past events. 
Hated and feared because of their ability to find the truth, the small population of Spinners is 
restricted to Centers--compounds created to house and protect them. Alex's society uses the 
Spinners' skills to solve major crimes, but messing with time comes with consequences: no 
Spinner lives past the age of twenty. At sixteen, Alex is in her prime--until time sickness strikes 
early. When she is offered an experimental treatment, Alex sees a future for herself for the first 
time. But the promising medication offers more than just a cure--it also brings with it dire 
consequences.  
 
Everless, by Sara Holland (850L) 
ISBN-13: 9780062653659 
 
In the kingdom of Sempera, time is currency—extracted from blood, bound to iron, and 
consumed to add time to one’s own lifespan. The rich aristocracy, like the Gerlings, tax the poor 
to the hilt, extending their own lives by centuries. 

No one resents the Gerlings more than Jules Ember. A decade ago, she and her father were 
servants at Everless, the Gerlings’ palatial estate, until a fateful accident forced them to flee in 
the dead of night. When Jules discovers that her father is dying, she knows that she must return 
to Everless to earn more time for him before she loses him forever. 

But going back to Everless brings more danger—and temptation—than Jules could have ever 
imagined. Soon she’s caught in a tangle of violent secrets and finds her heart torn between two 
people she thought she’d never see again. Her decisions have the power to change her fate—
and the fate of time itself.    

 

 

Science Fiction 
 
The Eye of Minds, James Dashner (790L) 
ISBN:  9780385741408 
 
The VirtNet offers total mind and body immersion, and the more hacking skills you have, the 
more fun it is. Why bother following the rules when it’s so easy to break them? But some rules 



 

 

were made for a reason. Some technology is too dangerous to fool with. And one gamer has 
been doing exactly that, with murderous results.  The government knows that to catch a hacker, 
you need a hacker. And they’ve been watching Michael. If he accepts their challenge, Michael 
will need to go off the VirtNet grid, to the back alleys and corners of the system human eyes 
have never seen—and it’s possible that the line between game and reality will be blurred 
forever. 
 
 


